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Hammond  nominated  to  lead  NAME 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  The  president  search  committee 
of  the  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  trustees  recommended  on  Mar^ 
1  tftat  Geo^y  A.  Hammond,  currently 
senior  associate  director  of  the  Sou^m 
Baptist  Conservatives  of  Virmnia  (SBCV) 
state  convention,  become  the  Southern 
Baptist  entity's  next  president. 

He  replaces  Rpbert  E.  Reccord,  who 
resigned  in  April  2006  under  a  cloud  of 
Questions  about  his  management  style  and 
aeency's  expenditures. 

NAMB’s  trustees  will  vote  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  at  a  March  20-21  special  meeting 
at  the  agerKy's  headquarters  in  Alpharetta, 
Ga.  If  approved,  Hammond  would  become 
NAMB's  president-elect,  officially  beginning 


As  a  third-generation  missionary, 

nmond  said,  nmy  h-— •* — ‘  ^ - 

n  readting  peopre  with  the  Gospel  n 


Hammond  said,  ‘^my  heartbeat  has  idways 
been  reaching  peopre  with  the  Gospel  no 
matter  where  they  live.  I  believe  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  is  the  greatest  mis¬ 
sionary  agencv  for  reaching  Ncxih  America 
for  Christ  anci  it  is  the  greatest  honor  of  mv 


Manh boardmeeting.'' 

also  to 

gratitude  to  every  member  of  the  NAMB 
staff.  year 

observed  our  wonderhil  start  rise  to 
challenge  faith  and  cooperation.  A.s 
we  prepare  to  a  new  phase  ot 

NAMB  s  history,  I  am  confident  that 
Hamnwmd  committed  missionaries  w’ill 

continue  to  rise  as  they  work  together  in 
advancing  evangelisrh  church  planting 
"Hammond  understands  missions  at  and  the  strengthening  of  cnurches 
every  level,"  Faulls  said.  "He  has  proven  throughout  North  America." 
skills  and  experience  planting  churches  NAMB,  an  entity  of  the  Southern 
and  strategically  directing  church  planti-  Baptist  Convention,  is  led  by  a  60-mem- 
ng  in  associations  and  a  state  conven-  ber  board  of  trustees.  After  the  resigna¬ 
tion.  He  is  gifted  in  leadership  and  adept  tion  of  Reccord,  then-board  chairman 
in  the  areas  of  business  administration.  Barry  Holcomb  appointed  a  nine-mem- 
He  is  bilingual  and  has  a  grasp  of  the  ber  search  committee:  chairman  Greg 
complexity  and  diversity  of  the  harvest  Faulls  of  Kentucky,  vice  chairman  David 
fielcl  and  clearly  understands  the  impor-  Crump  of  Oklahoma,  Dennis  Culbreth  of 
tance  and  dynamics  of  NAMB's  relation-  Virginia,  Ellie  Ficken  of  Alabama,  Terry 
ships  with  state  partners.  In  addition,  he  Fox  of  Kansas,  Barbara  McCormick  dt 
is  rully  supportive  of  the  Baptist  Faith  South  Carolina,  Michael  Palmer  of 
and  Message  2000."  Idaho,  Ryan  Palmer  of  Maryland,  and 

Southern  B^tist  Convention  Jeff  Shirley  of  Texas. 

President  Frank  P^age,  pastor  of  First  NAMB  in  partnership  with  state  con- 
Church  in  Taylors,  S.C.,  said  he  called  ventions  has  placed  5,000  missionaries 
and  congratulated  Hammond.  throughout  the  United  ^tes  and  Canada 

"I  t(M  him  of  my  desire  to  become  his  for  the  primary  purpose  of  evangelization 
^eatest  cheerieader  as  he  takes  on  this  mas-  and  church  planting.  Soudiem  Baptists 
sive  responsibility,"  Page  said.  "He  has  nw  support  the  work  of  NAMB  primarily 
prayers  and  full^  support.  I  love  NAMB  through  Cooperative  Program  raving  and 
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hLs  duties  at  the  May  B-9  board  meetmg  and 
starting  fulltime  on  May  22,  search  committee 
chairman  Greg  Faulls  said. 

"Dr.  Hammond  has  proven  himself  to 
be  a  successful  leader,  strategist,  and  prac¬ 
titioner  in  church  planting  missions  and 
evangelism  throughout  his  ministry 
career,"  Faulls  said.  "NAMB  is  a  missions 
agency  in  need  of  a  strong  leader  with  the 
mind  at  a  miaaiologist  and  with  a  vision  to 
strategically  mc^iiize  an  army  of  mission¬ 
aries  who  will  spread  the  Gospel  and 
plant  churches  throughout  an  ethnically 
diverse  North  America." 

Hammond,  age  49,  was  bom  in  Nigeria  to 
missionary  parents  serving  witn  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
International  Mission  Board.  He  earned  the 
equivalent  of  a  business  degree  in  adminis¬ 
tration  in  Zimbabwe,  passing  the  final  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Secretaries  and  Administrators  (UK). 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Spurgeon's 
Seminary  in  I^ndon,  England,  and  he 


E ASTIR  Or  FI  RING* 


the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 


Miss.  CP  down  in  February 

Gifts  to  the  work  of  tfte  Lord  through  the  Miseisrippi  ( 

February  dropped  below  both  last  month's  rsooRd- 


NASHVEXE,  Ibnn.  (BP)  -  Giving  to  the  Southern  Braptist  Convention  Cooperative 
Psogram  in  Mmucy  was  $19,736^!^  $299,796,  or  13%,  below  giving  in  January  of 
$19)996^  but  213%,  or  $3^132  above  the $16343,662,  received  inFebraaiy  2006, 
according  to  a  news  rdease  from  SBC  E)«ecutive  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Kfonis  R  Chapman.  As  of  Feb.  28^  the  yew-to-dale  total  of  $87,085351.85  for 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  misrione  is  $^969399  ahead  of  die  $8X116,153  received  at 
die  seme  PoM  in  2006.  Ine  SBC  operates  on  an  Oct  1-Scpt  30  fisad  vear.  Derignated 


February  dropped  below  both  last  month's  recdfd-aeCnng  total  aM  the  same 
month  in  the  previous  yeac  according  to  Jim  FutraL  executive  director  treeeiuer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Bomd  in  Jackson.  The  February  totol  of 
$2,640,655,  was  $1,^42320,  or  33.7%,  lower  thira  the  $3,962,^  given  last  month, 
and  $147,696,  or  5.3%,  bdow  the  total  ^ven  in  February  2006.  Total  Mieeiseippi  CP 
giving  for  die  curreid  fiscal  yeai;  whMh  nine  from  January-Decembe^  stands  at 
$6,623,^,  a  rise  of  $3^,454,  or  5.4%,  over  last  year's  giving  throuaji  Frtmia^  and 
$1,092,041,  or  19.7%,  ah^  of  current  bud^  needs.  Tne  aX)7  kAasise4’pi  CPbud- 
get  of  $33,186,934,  was  approved  by  mesecnaers  to  the  2006  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptirt  Convention.  A  total  of  ^765,745,  is  needed  each  month  to 
meet  the  convention  board's  budart  for  2007.  In  addition  to  helping  support  mote 
than  10,700  missionaries  in  the  U^  and  around  the  world  through  affiliation  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Missiseippi  CP  helps  fund  such  programs  the 
wMu  Hispanic  Women's  Retreat  on  March  16-17  at  Cimto  Garaywa  in  CBnton,  die 
Young  Musicians  F^val  on  March  31  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  and  Lad /Crusader 
Day  on  April  14  at  Central  Hills  Retreat,  Kosciusko. 


fsosived  last  month  is  $15338354  above  the  $41,192,010  received  in  Fdmi^  200^  an 
increase  of  37%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  the  year-to- 
dale  total  of  $87,065352  is  106.6%  of  the  $61,645,176  budgeted  to  support  Swthem 
Baptist  ministries  globdiy  and  acroas  North  America.  Tlw  Cooperafive  Program  is 
Southern  Baptists'  method  of  supporting  missions  and  miniatry  efibrts  of  state  con¬ 
ventions  and  die  Soudiem  Bapfist  Cmvention.  The  Cooperative  Program  total 
includes  receipts  from  individuala,  churches,  stale  conventions  and  fellowdups  for 
dletidbution  according  to  the  2005-06  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget. 


Getting  our  own  house  in  order 

the  word  ‘‘fniMiong*  to  Soutfim  ptenty  ot  woric  left  to 

and  for  moat  of  ua  a  vision  do  in  our  own  back  impiesai 

^^mnogi  to  mind  ol  some  faisaway  place  yard. 

on  the  omet  aide  of  the  globe  wi  *  i—  i  j 

speaking  people  in  stranwr-atill  a 
to  think  of  miaaim  aa  a  thiilw 
Jones  jungle  advcnluie  fitted  with 


The  urgency  of  that 
work  is  uivleracored 
by  dte  numbers  of 
aealous  "miaBionariea* 
of  other  reUglona  that 
are  pouriitg  into  this 
coui^,  in  an  effort  to 
now  who  are  involved  convert  us  to  dieir  way 
«  almost  as  exotic  as  of  life  and  rriigion. 
paced  movies  —  arul  UnfortunMely  they  are 
Hiioiuuies  on  the  other  malditg  great  ituoads 
globe  whose  ministries  as  their  houses  of  wor- 
uly  nuKh  irwre  dartger-  ship  sprirxg  up  in 
ly  movie  could  portray,  neighbtxhoods'  all 
ertainly  deserve  our  across  the  U5.  —  indui 
d  our  sacrificial  fitun-  AAEO  projfnicsi^ 

It  but  diey  aren't  the  NAMB's  ty^ major 
Thnc  are  our  Nordt  and^Cgi^grfl:  evangelism  and  church 
miasioitaries  —  we  plammgTNAMB  missionaries  minister 
n  'Tiome  missionaNes''  to  peope's  needs  in  more  dian  100  lan- 
ra  otf  die  old  Home  guage  groups  in  urban  and  rural  set- 
loard  —  and  their  nngs,  opening  their  arms  to  such  diverse 
minkrtries  are  just  as  populations  as  seniors,  the  illiterate, 
and  just  as  mudi  in  non-English  speakers,  substance 
r  prai^  and  support,  abusers,  prison  inmates  and  their  fami- 
»  mam  ways  Soumem  lies,  die  disabled,  migrants,  and  even 
«di  American  missions  vacationers,  to  name  only  a  few. 
Cooperative  Program  There  are  currentlv  over  5,300  mission- 
of  which  goes  to  Mlp  aries  supported  by  NAME  and  its  part- 
of  the  Nmm  American  tiers  serving  in  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  their 
MB)  headquartered  in  territories,  Packed  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
I  through  die  annual  sands  of  volunteers  each  year.  More  than 
aster  Onering  (AAK))  2,600  NAMB-endorsed  chaplains  serve  in 
Missions.  die  U.S.  military,  correctional  facilities, 

of  'Tiome"  missions  hospitals,  and  corporate  settings.  All  these 
ihasized.  In  the  U.S.,  womrs  see  many  thousands  of  profes- 
mritories  —  focal  areas  sions  of  faidi  each  year. 

I  -  diere  are  hundreds  In  additic^  Soumem  Baptists  have  set  a 
of  millions  of  unbelievers.  We  Americans  goal  of  starting  more  than  2,000  diurdies 
like  to  describe  ourselves  as  a  Christian  annually  in  the  NAMB's  geographical  area 
nation,  but  it  would  appear  diat  we've  got  of  responsibility. 


Indiana 


Editor's 

Notebook 


IS  at  an  alarm- 
It's  time  we 
with  die  Lord 
ngdom  work. 
One  of  the  best  ways 
we  can  do  that  is 
through  giving  to 
AAEO.  In  2006, 
Southern  B^tists  gave 
over  $57,000r,000  to  the 
offering.  The  goal  this 
year  is  S57,OOO,0^.  We  exceeded  that 
amount  last  year,  and  we  should  exceed 
it  again  this  year.  Here's  how  the 
$57,(xX),000  will  De  spent: 

•  Missionary  Support:  $42,750,000,  or 
75%.  This  amount  iiKludes  salaries,  health 
benefits,  missionaiy  orientation,  and  ongo¬ 
ing  misskmaiy  training. 

•  Church  Planting  ^pport:  $8,550,000, 
or  15%.  This  amount  mcluaes  rental  of  facil¬ 
ities,  materials,  and  promotional  expenses. 

•  Evangelism  Support:  $5,700,000,  or 
10%.  This  amount  includes  Scripture  dis¬ 
tribution,  sports  evangelism,  special  evan¬ 
gelism  events,  and  mraia  campaigns. 

Do  we  take  seriously  the  words  of  our 
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n  interesting  letter  to  the 
editor  appeared  in  the 


ships  established  duough  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
and  the  North  American 
Mission  Board's  Adopt-A- 
Churdi  program. 

Adopf-A^Churdi  linked  Gulf 
Shore  congregations  with  as 
many  as  six  omer  congregations 
in  North  America  for  pastoral 
support,  mission  teams,  and 
gn^.  (Editor's  note:  A  similar  pm- 
exists  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.) 

Times  remain  tough  in  New 
Orleans  and  alone  the  Gulf 
Shore.  However,  the  Cajuns 
have  learned  duit  if  you  want  to 
get  something  done,  you 
«K>uld  call  the  Baptists. 


d,  XMarch  1  edition  of  The 
Tlmes-Picayune,  the  daily  news¬ 
paper  for  the  New  Orleans 
metro.  The  writet  apparently  a 
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Dana  WdiaidMn.  secretary 


locations  in  St  BemanTParish.''  Murphy  Oil  Refinery.  Baptists 

This  woman's  thoughts  lAxiut  A  class-action  lawsuit  is  inWw 
calling  up  fite  Baptists  to  get  the  pendiitg  on  the  liabilities  relat-  oommur 
job  done  are  a  common  thane  in  ed  to  property  loss.  Baptists 

the  New  Orieans/St  Bentard/  Some  peoM  have  a  mistaken  " 
Gentilly  area.  Southern  Baptist  idea  about  the  devastation  that 
vokmleers  from  every  state  in  remains  in  the  New  Orleans 
the  union  and  some  foreign  area.  Despite  the  fact  the  New 
rudions  have  target  the  mess  Orleans  Saints  made  the 
aiMl  destruction  in  the  Gulf  National  Football  League  play- 
Shoie  areas.  Th^  come  with  a  offs  in  January  aiul  K&di  Gras 
passion  for  people  and  a  willing  was  in  full  swiixg  last  month, 
hand  to  help  leouild.  New  Orleans  renudns  a  broken 

The  letta  to  tire  editor  was  in  dty  %vith  a  mi^r  portion  of  its 
response  to  an  article  from  earli-  population  still  dispersed 
a  in  the  week.  The  facility  across  the  continent, 
referred  to  was  in  violation  of  There  are  hundreds  of 
dty  codes  because  of  debris,  homes  still  in  need  of  cleaniiv 
him  grass^  and  the  predpitous  and  repair.  There  are  tiwusands 
rat  population.  Prior  to  of  lives  still  carrying  a  load  of 
Hurricane  Katrina,  the  building  despair  and  hopeleasness. 
was  used  for  a  church  and  Southern  Baptists  know  they 
school  for  the  St  Bernard  Pariah,  are  to  demonstrate  the  love  of 
The  facility  was  also  damaged  Christ  for  people.  Their  presence 
by  hurrkime-spawned  spillage  is  making  a  profound  dulmnoe. 


Bediuse  of  to  acts  of  kindness  Thousands  cf  volunteers  are  still 
demonstrated  through  Southern  needed  in  Mississippi  and  around 
Baptist  volunteers,  we  have  the  Gulf  Coast  region.  A  special 
gam^  the  attention  of  the  com-  telephone  number  and  e-mail 
munity  as  people  who  get  things  address  have  been  established  for 
done,  vho  genuinely  care  and  Mississippi  Baptists  interested  in 
who  want  to  offer  hope  to  any-  volunteering  during  the  Hurricane 
one  experiencing  the  backwaters  Katrina  re&f  effbti.  The  telephone 
of  lost  dreams  and  lost  hope.  hotline  nurnber  is  (601)  292-3206. 

While  die  volunteers  are  The  e-mail  address  is  rrdfcbdisaster- 
rebuilding  structurn  and  shar-  reliefShnbcb.org.  If  offering  assis- 
ing  hope  with  individuals,  they  tance  xha  e-mail,  muise  include 
also  are  having  an  impact  on  your  full  name  ana  a  return  tele- 
the  local  aturmes.  The  Baptist  phone  number. 

Assodation  of  Greater  New  Yeats  is  director  cf  the  commu- 
Orleans  released  information  in  nkations  team  for  the  Louisiana 
Jmuary  dMt  31  of  its  congrraa-  Baptist  Convention  ami  is  the 
toons  have  ceased  to  exim.  The  recording  secretary  for  the 
ones  that  remain  are  struggling  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  His 
to  sustain  ministries.  Many  are  commentary  appears  courtesy  of 
doing  so  because  of  relation-  Baptist  Press. 
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Appalachia  son  leading  residents  to  Christ 


It's  another  early  morning  As  head  of  Appalachian 
tor  Bill  Barker  in  the  Regional  Ministry  Based  in 
Appalachian  Mountains  ot  Hurricane.  W.  Va.,  he  directs  a 
V^^t  Virginia.  He  leaves  home  Soudrem  Baptist  oreanization 
earlier  than  usual  in  his  brown  that  responds  to  the  physical  and 
Toyota  minivan,  which  sud-  spiritual  needs  ot  the  people  ot 
denly  t^  a  mountain  crest.  He  Appalachia.  ARM's  main  role  is 
pulls  otfthe  road  to  talk  to  God.  to  snare  Christ  with  Barker's  peo- 
"1  look  out  across  the  moun-  —  the  people  ot  Appalacnia. 

tains  as  the  morning  mist  and  tog  Barker  is  one  ot  more  duin 
besin  to  lift,"  he  says.  "You  can  5,300  missionaries  in  the  United 
stul  see  the  green  valleys  below  ^tes,  Caruida  and  dteir  territo- 
tilled  with  to^.  It's  such  a  beaud-  ries  supported  by  the  Annie 
tul  si^t.  I  stand  there  and  pr^,  Armstrong  Easter  Ottmng®  tor 
'LorcT please  send  revival  and  tul  Nord>  American  Missions.  He's 
these  mountains  again  with  Your  one  ot  eight  Southern  Baptist 
glory  even  as  You  fill  these  val-  missicmaries  highli^ted  as  part 
feys  with  the  morning  mist.'"  of  the  annual  vVe«c  of  Prayer, 
Bom  in  Boone  county,  W.  March  4-11,  2007. 

Va.,  Barker,  a  Nordt  American  The  2007  Annie  Armstrong 
Mission  Board  missionary,  Easter  Offering's  goal  is  $5/ 
grew  up  in  ^  state's  ruggra  million,  100%^  of  wnith  is  used 
coal  mining  country  but  1^  in  for  missionaries  like  Barker. 
1969  widi  mans  to  never  return.  What  does  dte  Annie 
It  was  a  Higher  Calling  —  God  Armstrong  Easter  Ofiering  mean 

Himself  —  who  told  Barker  to  Bill  Baj^r  and  AppauKhian 
seven  years  ago  dtat  he  should  Regional  Ministry? 

"go  home"  to  West  Virginia  nTie  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
after  a  32-year  absence.  Ofiering  is  one  of  the  most  eftec- 

As  a  native  Appalachian,  five  ways  of  being  able  to  read) 
Barker  believes  he  is  uniquely  out  and  touch  lives,"  says  Bill. 

aualified  for  his  current  post,  "Because  Southern  Baptists ^ve 
irector  of  Appalacnian  and  because  drey  care,  I  cfon'l 
Regional  Ministry  (Al^).  ARM  have  to  spend  my  time  out  tiy- 
is  a  partnership  ministry  of  dre  ing  to  raise  money.  Instead,  the 
Norm  American  Missicm  Board,  Annie  Armstrcmg  offering  gives 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Unioa  me  a  way  to  devote  myself  lOO^i 
and  11  state  conventions.  to  the  minist^..." 

"I'm  uniquely  cjualitied  for  Appalachia  is  a  very  diverse 
diis  work  because  not  only  am  1  region  of  the  United  States, 
a  native  of  /^palachia,  but  over  Barker  said, 
these  past  X  years,  God  has  "Our  people  here  are  very 
been  preparing  nre  to  come  back  good  prople,"  Barker  said 
and  minister  in  West  Virginia  —  "They  re  c)uiet,  loving,  and  kind 
first  as  a  bi-vocational  pastor  people.  I^fispon  is  still  a  big 
working  out  in  the  secular  mar-  part  of  th«r  lives.  It's  mountair 
ket  as  a  marketing  rep  for  the  religion.  They  love  to  singand 
Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company,  in  they  love  to  make  music,  nrey 
management  for  a  groc^  firm  are  a  very  artistic  people.  They 
and  later  in  the  insurance  busi-  love  to  draw,  carve  and  create 
iress,"  he  says.  "Through  all  with  their  hands." 
diis,  Gcxl  was  preparing  me  for  At  the  same  time,  Barkei 
what  I'm  doing  today."  believes  Appalachian  church 


APPALACHIA  MINISTRY  —  BIH  Barker  (left)  and  his  wife  Arlene 
serve  as  North  American  Mission  Board  misskmaries  in  Hurricane, 
W.  Va.,  the  headquarters  for  Barker's  Appalachian  Regional  Ministry, 
which  is  also  supported  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  and  1 1 
state  Baptist  conventions.  ((NAM6  photo  by  )ohn  K.  Swain) 


Week  of  Prayer  for 

NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 

March  4-11, 2007 

Change  Your  World 


Kurt  W.  MeUner  ol  Milwaukee,  VVis.,  ih  named  presideiil  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.,  the  newly  cmated  par¬ 
ent  company  for  Mis-sissippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in  lackson  and  numerous 
other  healthcaa-  services  affiliated  with  the  Mtssissippi  Baptist  Conventitnv 


'ARMSTRONG 

Easter  Offering 


,  Thirteen  days  after  a  tornado  wipes  out  a  portion  of  Jones  County,  a 
woman  asks  Jones  Association  Director  of  Missions  Maurice  Flowers  for 
help.  Flowers  told  a  group  of  pastors  her  home  can  be  repaired,  but  the 
emotional  trauma  wifi  need  to  be  dealt  with  for  months  to  come. 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


www.AnnieArmstrong.  com 


First  Church,  Beizoni,  is  the  first  Southern  Baptist  church  to  order 
1957  Christian  FJiir.ition  Frrr'h.is;>  m.aterials  from  the  Education 
Coiv.n.  -siv  ii  of  '.he  Suutherji  Hipt'st  Ci  nvention. 


.Marm  Amiwcw 
StmicN  Bnun 
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move  on.  If  you  do  not  off 
quickly  you  can  get  Ucked, 
stomped,  butted,  or  all  of  dte 
above  in  iust  a  matter  of  sec¬ 
onds.  It  does  not  mean  that  you 
cannot  go  on  loving  the  folks, 
having  wonderful  memories  of 
the  ride,  and  caring  about  dut 
part  of  dw  work  of  Qkxl  deeply. 
However  it  is  best  to  get  out  of 
the  way  of  the  bull's  ousiness. 


Bull  Rioinc  and 
A  Battist  Chukcm 


fim  Futrml,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Jesus  was  Lord  of  die  church 
long  before  you  ever  went 
thm,  and  He  will  continue  to 
exercise  His  Lordship  long  after 
you  are  gone.  Theiw>re,  when 
He  says  get  off,  let  go  in  haste. 
On  his  first  Let  me  point  out  one  other 
thing  that  1  have  seen  about 
die  first  five  years.  It  bull  riding  diat  is  important  to 
■  Ian  and  a  Biblical  keep  in  mind.  It  can  get  a  little 

tedious  while  you  are  riding 
die  bull.  You  may  get  on  gently 
and  get  off  quicuy,  but  that 
time  m  between  can  be  bumpy. 

1/  yoM  are  gotag  to  stay  on 
you  nave  to  nave  determina¬ 
tion,  stren^,  focus,  and  flexi¬ 
bility,  or  ne  jtdt  will  never  be 
done.  The  follu  who  ride  bulls 
are  gritty  guys.  They  hold  on 
plan  tight,  stay  wim  the  stuff,  and  go 
wdi  die  flow.  I  have  observed 
widi  bull  riding,  as  with  most 
other  sporting  events,  diat  the 
people  who  seem  to  know  die 
most  about  what  ou^t  to  be 
done  and  how  it  oug^t  to  be 
done  are  sitting  up  in  the 
stands.  That  is  just  die  way  it  is. 
The  people  who  ultimately  get 
die  job  done  get  on  gendy^nold 
on  tighdy,  do  what  needs  to  be 
done  at  ^  moment,  and  get  off 
qukkly  when  the  ride  is  over. 

When  it  is  done  right  and  the 
experience  is  over;  everybody 
involved  is  a  winner  —  and  for 
sure,  that  is  what  our  Lord 
would  desire  for  us  in  His 
Kingdom  work. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


pastor  arrives  on  the  scene  will 
have  a  lot  to  do  widi  the  success 
or  failure  that  may  take  place. 

Years  ago,  a  fellow  pastor 
came  to  the  ciiurch  near  where  I 
was  serving 

Sunday,  he  oudined  his  pr^ 
gram  for  (’ 
was  a  bold  pi 
plan,  but  It 

like  the  bull  detached  from  the  IcKal  congre¬ 
gation  and  its  resources.  It  total- 
ly  ignored  where  they  had  been 
and  what  die  present  heart 
needs  were  in  the  ccxigiegation. 
Almost  from  the  outset,  the  pas¬ 
tor  lived  in  frustration  because 
his  plan  was  not  accepted  and 
to  do  his  pastoral  leadership  was  not 
appreciated.  The  five-year  [  * 
was  condensed  to  about  two 
years  at  which  time  he  went  to 
serve  anodier  diurch. 

It  is  easy  to  get  on  an  angry 
bull  and  make  nim  even  mad¬ 
der.  So  get  on  gently  before  the 
gate  is  opened. 

The  second  truth  about  bull 
need  to  know  and  undersfiuid  riding  is  to  get  off  yuickly.  If 
as  best  you  can  die  nature  and  you  ride  the  bull  for  two  sec- 
compositkm  of  die  organism  of  onds  or  die  full  eight  seconds, 
wh^  you  become  a  part.  Widi  when  it  comes  time  to  get  off 
every  (hurch,  diere  is  a  unique  you  need  to  get  off  and  ^  out 
background  and  history.  Within  of  die  way  in  a  hurry.  Being  die 
the  structure,  there  are  relation-  P^for  of  a  church  is  a  Gcxl 
ships  about  which  you  have  no  diing.  When  a  church  expresses 
knowledge  without  listening,  its  desire  that  you  come  and 
seeing,  and  learning.  None  of  serve  in  diat  position  it  is  a 
those  dih^  is  available  to  die  wonderful  diing,  but  at  the  con- 
new  pastor  simply  because  he  elusion  of  that  relationship  for 
has  been  called  and  he  has  whatever  reason,  step  aside 
agreed  to  come.  Like  it  or  not,  and  let  the  church  and  the  new 
v^t  has  taken  place  before  the  leader  find  God's  guidance  and 


the  execunve  director.  In  his  early  Let  me  return  to  the  discus- 
years,  he  was  a  bull  rider.  I  sup-  sion  we  were  having  about 
pose  diey  were  his  wild  and  pastors,  churches,  ancThow  at 
woolly,  throw-caution-to-die-  times  the  relationship  gets 
wind  Kind  of  days.  While  1  per-  twisted  around  to  where  it 
sonally  have  never  ridden  a  bull  reminded  Joe  Bunce  of  his  bull 
I  have  been  to  enoua^  rodeos  to  riding  days.  Occasionally,  you 
tell  you  emphatically  and  unal-  will  see  a  pastor  who  seems  to 
terably  1  do  not  des^  and  never  be  riding  his  church,  hanging 
plan  to  be  a  bull  rider.  A  couple  of  on  with  spurs 
hundred  pounds  of  man  getting  hat  flying  mud 
on  the  bade  of  a  couple  ot  thou-  rider.  At  tin^  you  will  see  a 
sand  pounds  of  snorting,  kicking,  church  bucking,  snorting,  and 
and  twisting  bull  is  not  my  idea  kicking  —  determined  to  go 
of  fun  or  cumiral  enrichment.  On  one  way  and  then  another  not 
the  o^r  hand,  L  like  most  folks  in  coordination  with  the  rider, 
who  have  beer\  to  a  rodeo,  enjoy  That  is  not  the  image  the  New 
seeing  the  bull  riders  mcMe  than  Testament  projects,  and  it  is 
anytiung  else  that  takes  place,  not  the  way  we  are  f 
Regardless  of  whether  the  fellow  Kingdom  business.  Still,  there 
stays  on  the  back  of  the  bull  two  may  be  some  truths  from  this 
seconds  or  die  full  eig^t-second  rodeo  image  that  prove  to  be 
ride,  it  is  a  pretty  amazing  thing  helpful  in  the  church /pastor 
to  watch.  1  can  understand  why  u  relationship, 
you  rode  bulls  for  a  litde  iihile  It  is  important  that  when  a 
you  might  hear  the  call  to  preach  man  comes  to  be  pastor  of  a 
or  at  least  do  something  else.  I  church  Hutt  he  get  on  gently. 
can  al«n  understand  how  bull  Wisdom  will  dictate  that  you 


Christ 


Honor  of 
-  Your 
V  Picicnce 
m  inHeavenI 


Yex;  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Sitmlu  share  the  following  ^yer 
with  God  in  your  own  wor^: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  diis 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
re^ve  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he gave  me  right  to  become 
children  efOod,  even  to  those  who 
bdkve  in  Ms  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Visit  the  Baptist  Record  at 

www.mbcb  .orv 


PRESERVE 
lUMAN  LIFE 


15  Days -4  Islands:  ihmSioZr 
Dspsrt  August  13, 2007 

Join  aim  on  tw  moat  aiardabta  teo^aak,  four-idand  Haaaian 

vacaion  youl  awar  Ind.  Your  group  %  to  Hoaoiulu  for  tea  nifpili  in 
tedkiri.liraanigite  on  Kauai  too  nigite  on  Mad,  oaa  night  in  Hto.  and  twaa 
mgMi  in  Kona.  Si^itoaoing  on  omy  iatond  inoludaa;  A  Honotuto  0%  tour  adh 
Punoltoonfl  Ciator  and  Paarf  Harbor  ontea  to  lia  Arinna  MamoM,  toa  WWha 
itoarboat  oruiaa  to  tha  Fam  OroBo,  too  Valay  amuraion  4  tha  old  abaing 
oapM  of  LMiaina.  a  Hlo  orchid  gardan  and  Rainboar  Fate,  Btook  Sand 
Baaohaa,  Votoanoaa  Nalonal  Path  and  moia!  *Your  prioa,  bom  only  I162S 


And  want  to  lecover  ktoses 

WeCwilidp! 

with  a  guraranleed 
return  of  principal 
Eeguty  Indexed  Annuity 


132% 


CMbto  fiBMKial  Sanrioe 
406OKlMrdFiritDrh« 
nirtBriMirt,  MS  39137 

1J00J44J254 

dOliiSTJSdl 


CHOOSE  LIFE 


adto  a  $100  dteoaN  ahould  ba  made  near. 

For  IniDiaiiaBoiL  innaniadloiiB  and  brochura  cMI  7  daws  a  wsaki 

•YOUR  HAM’  TOURS  1-800-736-7300 


lUK't,  . 


8,  2007  Houwlbpt  Is  a  Itecord  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Commuoicatioo  Services. 


ASSIST  A  NTs 


/i| 

Ti-.am! 


Charlotte  Ready  Jim  Futral 

If  you  did  not  receive  a  brochure,  contact 
Kay  McDonnell  Pastor /Leadership  Development 
Department  60T292-3305  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305, 
or  e-mail  kmcdonnellOmbcb.org 


Single  Adult  Day  Retieat 

Featuring  Dianne  Swaim 

Little  Rock.  Arkansas 

Saturday,  March  31 
Ervin  Brown  Tl^aining  Center 

Hwy.  304  W..  Eudora,  Miss.  (662.429.5417) 

10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  /  Cost  $5  (includes  lunchj 

(Mail  yourtheck  by  Morxjay,  March  26.  to  X-Tended  Missions  Network 
Association.  RO.  Box  381  .  Hernando.  MS  38632 
For  more  Information  cal  662.429.5033 

Sponsored  by:  X-Tended  Missions  Network  ar>d  M8CB  Discipieship  &  Family  Ministry 


\//  \ //ss/(»///n  1/  l\ni'}lt  I  I'lllfii  /N 
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MMPF  &  MMF  SPRING  FELLOWSHIPS 
Friday  and  Saturday,  April  20-21 
FBC,  Madison 

(To  take  place  during  the  Annual  Missions  Celebration,  April  20-21) 

All  missionaries  &  missionary  parents  are  invited  to  the  Friday  night 

MISSIONS  BANQUET  at  5:00  p.m. 

FBC,  Madison,  Fellowship  Hall 
"MEET  A  GREET"  at  6:15  -  7:45  p.m. 

FLAG  PROCESSIONAL  INTO  WORSHIP  at  8:00  p.m. 


MMPF  SPRING  FELLOWSHIP 

SihS&tiErfi 

•  Mi. 

Friday,  April  20 

2:15  -  4:45  p.m. 

FBC,  Madison,  Conference  Room 

WHO?  All  parents  (and  relatives)  of  former  and  currently 

active  missionaries,  home  and  international  (foreign). 

•  f 

including  Journeymen,  ISCers,  MKs,  etc. 

taiiMWN 

COST;  No  Cost  for  Fellowship 

MMF  FELLOWSHIP  &  BUSINESS  SESSIONS 

Saturday,  April  21 
a.m.  - 12:45  p.m. 

FBC,  Madison,  Conference  Room 

WHO?  All  former  and  currently  active  missionaries,  home  and  international  (foreign), 
including  Journeymen,  ISCers,  Mission  Service  Corp  Vdunteers  and  Adult  MKs. 

COST:  No  Cost  for  Fellowship 

Contact  Kathy  Bums,  MS  wMu,  for  info  &  registration  forms:  kbumsDmbcb.org, 
1-800-292-3324  or  1-800-748-1651.  PLEASE  REGISTER  BY  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  4. 


Single  Life 

CONFERENa 


HMsday 
March  20 
FBC 

Koschisko 

(No  cost) 

i<.rinleship  Family  Ministry 
Department 


PICKING  UP  THE  PIECES 
Miss  Chocolate,  Gwen  Williams 
renowned  speaker  and  author.  Picayune 

SINGLE  PARENTING 
Dot  Day 

Family  Counselor,  Crystal  Springs 

6:90  p.ai. 

Supper:  Finger  Food 

For  info;  662-289-5575 


JULT  7-il  ?t07 
•ifSWSSim  COLLEGE 

SEE  UHAT  KATfENS  UHEN  STUDENTS 
UNITE  UITH  8NE  VOICE  4N0  PASSION 


H»E»’/IRE.  .400SMI7  CO. 


[  '!l‘ 
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It’s  Yout'  Call!” 


PRh  ^<  MiNC; 


1 1  r .  "  ,  ^ 

Mega 

Focus 

1 1 1 C  '  s 

BALTIMORE 
CLEVELAND 
NEW  YORK 
VANCOUVER 


MiliMppi  Baplift  dMPdKS  aic 
iMpacT  diMcIi  in  each  of  ( 


win  be  involved  in  starting  a  IVgh 
impact*  church  in  each  area.  These 
churches  are  designed  to  plant  a  new 
church  every  two  to  three  years.  Then 
the  new  church  plant  will  do  the  same. 
Multiplication  of  churches  wW  continue 
to  impact  these  mega  focus  cities. 


Ken  Rhodes,  601-292-3398,  krhodesQmbcb.org 
Paul  HarreN,  601-292-3398,  pharreHQmbcb.org 


Mofdi  29-31. 2007 

wHean  CHURCH 

WMt  LIBRARY 
MINISTRY 
RETREAT 


CampGan^ 


Bfmvimigi  iniuf9fiOTi¥vi 


m  LID  BY  SANDRA  FITTS 

Get  a  quick  start  on  automation  by  setting 
up  the  system  to  fit  your  needs. 


LSD  BY  sue  BIRTHELOT 
Gain  a  basic  understarKNrsg  of  what 
actions  are  invol^  when  administering  a 
church  Nbraty  ministry  such  as  pianning, 
budgeting  and  operation. 


LED  BY  SMIDRA  FITTS 

Expiorc  how  to  find  the  key  word  one 
time  and  apply  to  both  classification  arxi 
subject  heading. 


Js«i«  Wslters 
Maiisom, 


Janie  is  a  leader  with  humorous 
presentations  that  challenge 
people  to  strive  for  the  best  We" 
has  to  offer;  and.  encourages 
those  same  people  to  oflw  their 
best  back  to  We 


Join  us  as  we  investigate  various  types  of 
books  arxi  otfier  media  that  will  introduce 
chHdren  and  preschoolers  to  the  corxept 
of  God,  flom  the  earliest  ages,  arxi  fim 
ways  to  erxourage  them  to  seek  Jesus  as 
they  begin  their  Journey  toward  salvation. 


‘TkeGtrbafe  TnckComesm  ami  Friday'^ 

m„/NeiUralam§Neaatim' 

The  topic  of  this  ytart  conferened 

The  poet  has  said  that  'into  every  Hie  a  Wde  rain  must  fti.* 
While  the  statement  is  true,  the  t^sdom  ignores  the  faa  this 
dont  have  to  get  \Met.  Using  vuelklocumented  research, 
audience  participation,  and  lots  of  humor;  this  presentation 
highii^  practical  'umbrelas'  for  neutralizing  the  negative 
experiences  and  feelings  that  pour  into  every  life.  Down«>> 
earth  and  Kaviy,  the  content  is  guaranteed  to  equip  partici¬ 
pants  will  the  txioys  needed  to  stabilize  joy  in  aN  situations. 


iMm  tw  McTmiqucs  arxi  maserlats  to 
prasarvt  a  manxxy  or  your  clxjrch  fiistory. 


BY  SUB 

This  confararKc  wM  ftalp  you  discover 
wqrs  ol  nurturirtg  Fit  parsonal  growW)  of 
laam  mambars  and  devtiop  a  plan  tor 
lacruiiing  arxi  aniisting. 


OtacuH  how  dJil  lasounas  nxy  ba  utad  to 
buM  a  Rxairy  mlnitay  to  otganiK  lasounas, 
and  to  Mn  workm  so  toat  wa  an  maat  itia 
naads  ol  our  cTnach  lito%  and  tooaa  to 
whomtfsy  wffnan. 


For  more  info  and  ragistration  form,  contact  Jutfy  Chan.  Communicatlbri  Sarvicas, 
I^ff00-74ff-t  6S 1 ,  60 1 -ZTZ-saZff,  or  JchahBmbcb.org,  or  gat  form  oniina  at  www.mbcb.er 


INII.«NJ\TIf)\AI 
MISSIONS  I  Mi’ll ASIS 


)tni  iirc  inritt’n  In  ftnn  ii  .»» 
n  minfiii’  tiinl  t’Miliiiy  t  iu  nl 
nhniit  •^Inluil  nil  u  ii 
with  i.nnlini  I  in  I  IMIt 
iiinl  li'iiy  limn  IMIt 


Extrcroc  StjJcrl 


lIVINv  U  IHl  l\in\U' 


A  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Ministers  of 
Education,  Sunday  School  Directors 

April  10 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

April  11 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

April  12 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church,  Petal 


tunity  to  build  upon  the  foundation 
that  you  have  with  thoae  who  share  a 
conunon  miaion.  ttnSflor,  with  his 
extensive  background  in  building 
miniMiy  teams  in  local  churches  and 
at  the  denominational  levd,  and 
lMac1k|flor,  a  Cod<alled  pastor  and 
shepherd  of  the  local  church  oongic- 
gatkm,  have  worked  together  to  devel¬ 
op  a  coiderenoe  to  help  both  the 
Pastor  and  his  miitister  of  education  of 
laiger  churches  and  the  pastor  and  his 
Sunday  School  director  of  smaller 
churches. 


dttisnsd  for, 

•  Hm  PMor  aad 
hit  kMaAUcr  of  Edacadon 

9  a.m.-2  p.m.,  SIS  per  penon 


Dialogue  and  plan  for  the  most 
produoive  ministiy  possible 

Understand  the  role  of  the  pastor. 

Clarify  a  God-given  vision. 

Understand  the  role  of  the 
minister  of  education  aitd  Sunday  •  TW  PMlor  and  bis  Sunday 

School  director.  School  Dhedor 

Know  what  the  p^  needs  from  6  p.in,-9  p.m.,  $10  per  pcfion 


CHisIc  -  Qomo  Day  Contral 

•  Younger  Preschool 

Conferertce 

•  Ofder  Preschool  Conference 

•  Younger  Children's 

Conference 

•  Middle  Children’s  Conferertce 

•  Older  Children's  Conference 

•  Youth  Conference  —  NEW 

•  AduN  Conference  —  NEW 

•  Pastor/EvangeNsm 

Conference 

•  General  Officer  Conference 

•  Children's  Rotation:  Missions, 

Music,  Crafts,  Snacks 


For  the  first  time 
ever,  we  have 
planned  VBS 
Church  Leadership 
Trainings  for  YOUR 
church  and 
surroundirtg  areas. 
We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  Church 
VBS  Leadership  to 
be  a  part  of  this 
exciting  event.  We 
guarantee  a  FUN 
time  of  fellowship. 


( ^oTTi  muni  ty  C  xjI  lege  Ruy monc 


Ion  Daniels,  Will  Reedy 


Gary  Permenter,  Will  Reedy  June  11-15 

Clay  Stegall,  Kevin  Williams  fune  15-19 

Ken  Hester,  Kevin  Williams  June  19-23 

Kevin  Cooper,  Tom  Edwards  lune  23-27 

H)R  SUMMER  YOUTH  (AMPS  PROGRAM  INFORMAIION 

Hecy  nvikaiiB.  Student  Ministry  SpccialiM 
1-809-74^1651,  OL  292-3320,  hd^mon^mbeb.o^ 


,  PrmohooeChUdnn^  Con$ullant  wUh  the  Sunday  School  Dapt,  at  001.292.3294 
1.000.740. 1061,  ext.  294,  or  try  E-mail  al  aboiydatunOmbOb.org. 


ALL  COHFERENCeS  I 

6:30  p.m.  worship  raHy  1 

7-9  p.m.  conference  [ 

April  23 

North  Oxford  I 

Oxford  1 

FBC,  LoutovHI*  1 

FBC,  Nalchox  1 

April  24 

FBC,  TUpok)  r 

FBC,  Yaxoo  CHy 

FBC,  Purvis 

April  26 

North  Qrssnwood 
Qrssnwood 

April  30 

FBC,  MsrkHsn 

March  9-22,  2007 


Prayer  MMMry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  S30  •  lackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  Prayerline  1.800-7«7-77»  (FKAV) 

'dcience  'hoesn't  refute  Q^b.  It  affirms  him.  a»i>  ^ii'es 
us  neW  respect  for  the  beauty  of  creation.’ 

'Francis  CotUns  in  'Oecember  2006  G'UI'0'I'POS''r3 


imerrHHaralSffiffioeCaiKwaik-  MMonalBSffiRaidOffiaMi 
vsJmaidShMyNMInquai  iMffiHMplMlogoanM^ 

Nni.N^«pfulpVMnlo  tfMvMBffiAMupin 

tfcmetaylortiMewtioae  MaMMelatesiiilcan- 


lUoaday,  March  13 

Temple  BC.  Hattiesburg 
(601)  736-2254 

TUoaday,  March  20 
FBC,  Cleveland 
(662)  226-5316 

Thursday,  March  22 

Coloriid  Hel^  BC,  RkHiela^ 
(601)956-5000 


Senior 

Adult 

Spring 

Rallies 


or  so 

u  *0  low 


West  Jackson  Street  BC 
Tupelo 

(662)  256-8778 

Tuesday,  AprM  3 

Northcrest  BC,  Meridian 
Buddy  McEiroy  (Area  Rep) 
(601)681-6615 

Thursday,  AprMIQ 

FBC,  Brookhaven 
(601)833-8111 


Dtscipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
601-292-3373  or  1-800-748-1651  or  gshows@mbcb.org 


Mklo 

oTSolpkiRffihedU. 


ENCOURAGE  AN  MK 
TODAY  WITH  A  CARD! 


D 


S-l-W 

MR.  BRYAN  K.  HOLYFIELD 
Parents:  Michad  k  Patricia 
Cattral  A  Eastern  Europe 

MISS  ADRIANN  SOUTHERN 
Parents:  )erry  A  Kelly 
Last  Frontier 

S-1440 

MISS  KELSEY  HORTON 
Parents:  Fiands  A  Angie 
Baptist  Global  Response 

5-15^ 

MR.  PATRICK  AUSTIN 
Parents:  Arnold  A  Susie 
Soudt  America 

5-16^ 

MR.  KONNER  HORTON 
Parents:  Fiands  A  Angie 
Baptist  Global  Response 

S-16^ 

MR.  MICAH).  PEACOCK 
Parents:  Kevin  A  Brenda 
^dle  America  A  dte  Caribbean 


S-1A40 

MISS  ADDS  GRACE  PUTNAM 
Parents:  Tracy  A  Genie 
Central  A  Extern  Europe 


MR.)OHNR.McCAU 
Parents:  Dennis  A  Margaret 
CESA 

S-2141 

MISS  LAURA  M.  PURL 
Barents:  John  A  Amy 
West  Africa 

5*1646 

MISS  DARCY  DOYLE 
Parents:  Dwayne  A  Melissa 
Central  A  Eastern  Europe 

541*02 

MR.  SAMUEL  SIMPSON 
Parents:  Adam  A  Kristen 
Centra]  A  Eastern  Europe 

No  magazines  or 
periodicals  can  he 
forwarded. 


may  not  be  pffibUalMd. 


Cards  will  be 
forwarded. 


Please  send  all  to: 

Child's  name 
Parent's  name 
MBCBwMuMK 
Bii«lMlaya,POBox530, 
)acks^  MS  39205 

PLEASE  NOTE: 
Church  members 
may  send  a  package 
of  cards  together; 
cards  do  not 
have  to  be 
sent  individually 
to  the  wMffi. 


NAME  workers:  church  planting  tough  in  Seattle 


SEATTLE.  WASR  —  Seattle 
can  seem  like  one  bis  paradox. 
On  one  hand,  it  is  me  hugest 
city  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
region  of  the  United  States. 
Annost  574.000  people  live  in 
Seattle  propec  and  about  four 
million  m  me  metro  area. 

Seattle,  also  known  as  the 
Emerald  Qty  because  of  the  lush 
evergreen  trees  in  the  area,  has 
been  called  the  most  Klerale  dty 
in  the  United  States.  The  most 
recent  census  found  that  Seattle 
has  the  hi^iest  percentage  of  col¬ 
lege  graduates  of  any  major  US 
dty.  Men's  Rtness  magazine 
named  Seattle  the  fittest  dty  in 
the  US.  The  area  is  home  to 
Miocsoft  Boemg  and  Starbucks. 

Wifir  some  IW  different  lan¬ 
guages  spokerv  Seattle  is  a  very 
multiethnic  dty.  Many  world 
religions  are  represents.  It's  a 
very  spiritual  dty,  and  more 
than  80%  of  the  residents  say 
they  believe  in  something 
beyond  the  physical  realm. 

At  the  same  time,  only  about 
four  per^t  of  the  four  million 
peopW  in  ejeater  Seattle  ate 
evartgebcal  Christians. 

"Seattle  has  never  been  a 
Ouistian  dty,"  says  Gary  Irby, 
churching  planting  mission- 
a^  for  me  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NA)^)  arul 
the  Puget  Sourul  Association. 
"It's  not  post-Christian —  it's 
never  had  a  predominant 
Christian  influence." 


NORTHWEST  MIN6TRY  —  Baaed  in 
Seairie.  Wash..  Gary  (Idb  and  Joyce  kby 
haveaervedaschuimplantingmaBiQnar- 
ies  for  i«e  Norfh  American  Mmion  Board 
and  Puget  Sound  Aaiociafion  for  nine 
years.  (f^MB  photo  by  Adam  Buchanan) 


Therein  lies  the  rub  for  46- 
yearold  Irby,  whose  sole  mission 
IS  to  plant  new  churches  to  share 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  tJie 
Pimet  Sound  area,  which  is  about 
100  imiles  long  and  40  miles  wide. 


Irby  is  o^  one  of 
more  iJian  5,306  mission¬ 
aries  in  tJw  United  SMes, 
Canada  and  tJieir  territo¬ 
ries  supported  by  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering®  for  North 
American  Missions.  He's 
one  of  eight  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries 
hi^ighted  as  part  of  the 
annual  Week  of  Prayer. 
March  4-11. 

The  2007  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering's 
goal  IS  $57  millioa 
of  which  is  used  fw  mis¬ 
sionaries  like  Irby. 

"One  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  things  we've  dis¬ 
covered  is  that  you  can- 
iKit  presume  that  people 
in  Seattle  have  a  basic 
understanding  of  the 
Gospel."  Iroy  said. 
"You  can't  assume 
they've  ever  been  in 

d  HI  they've 

_ ever  even  seen  or  read 
the  Bible.  Many  people 
around  the  country 
don't  understand  that 
there's  a  part  of  the 
***”  Uruted  States  like  that." 

-  Irby  comes  from  a 

long  line  of  church  planters. 
"My  granddaddy  was  a  bi- 
vocational  churen  planter  in 
north  Texas.  Then  my  dad  went 
into  the  ministry  at  an  early 
age.  moved  to  Indiana  and 


planted  eight  churches  there 
oefoie  I  turned  seven  years  old. 

"Even  with  my  badiground, 
it  wasn't  an  absolute  sure  thi^ 
that  I  was  going  to  be  a  minis¬ 
ter.  much  1^  a  church  planter. 
I  thought  about  music,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  even  politics  before 
God  led  me  into  foe  ministry." 

As  a  young  minister  in 
Washington  state,  Irby  served  a 
church  that  was  growing  but 
growing  very  slowly.  He 
became  frustrated  with  nimself 
and  with  God.  He  said  he 
prayed  and  did  the  thin^  he 
needed  to  do  to  grow  foe  church 
but  it  just  wasn't  happening. 

Irby  asked  God,  "Lord, 
what's  going  on  here?  What 
gives?  uod  said  to  me  very 
clearly  —  the  clearest  I've  ever 
hearcl  Him  -  'Gary,  you've  been 
adding.  It's  time  to  start  multi¬ 
plying.'  In  other  words.  He 
meant  that  it  was  my  turn  to  get 
involved  in  churching  planting." 

During  his  20  years  as  a 
churfo  Ranter,  nirie  of  those 
years  in  Seattle,  Irby  has  been 
answering  God's  call  to  multiply. 

"About  seven  years  ago,  we 
had  about  100  churches  in  the 
area,"  Irby  said.  "We've  seen 
that  number  grow  to  about  170 
different  churches,  in  20  differ¬ 
ent  languages.  Over  half  of  the 
new  chur^es  we've  started 
have  been  churches  using  a  lan¬ 
guage  other  than  English." 
ihesie  include  Japanese, 


Chinese,  Korean,  FilipiiK), 
Russian,  and  Spanish. 

In  addition  to  planting 
Seattle  churches  focusing  on 
nationalities,  Irby  and  me  65 
church  planters  he's  directed 
over  the  last  nine  years  have 
also  started  churches  by  tar¬ 
geting  groups  based  on  age. 
They  also  have  planted  new 
churches  in  apartment  com¬ 
plexes,  theaters,  and  schools. 

"My  role  as  a  church  plant¬ 
ing  missionary  is  to  help 
recruit  and  train  church 

Klanters,  to  assess  them,  to 
elp  them  find  partners,  and 
to  help  them  discern  where 
God  is  leading  them  to  plant  a 
church.  A  lot  of  planters  come 
in  and  say  'just  tell  me  where 
to  plant  a  church.'  I  tell  them  1 
won't  do  that.  I'll  leave  that  to 
God.  We’ll  show  them  a  halt- 
dozen  possible  places,  and 
pray  with  them  about  where 
Goo  is  leading  them. 

"It's  a  constant  struggle  to 
find  enough  churches  to  come 
and  help  us  with  the  new 
church  plants.  It  takes  prayer 
support,  mission  involve¬ 
ment,  and  financial  giving, 
but  as  much  as  we  need 
money,  it's  more  than  that.  We 
want  supporting  churches 
that  will  commit  to  pray  for 
us  regularly  and  consistently, 
and  lurches  that  will  send 
people  to  come  and  help  us 
with  short-term  missions. 


Missionary  working  to  plant  non-traditioned  Texas  churches 


IRVING,  TEXAS  —  "If  foere 
is  anything  being  done  in  foe 
world  today,  to  change  the 
world,  it  is  planting  churches." 

So  says  Leroy  Fountain, 
church  plater  associate  tor  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
and  foe  Southern  Baptist  of 
Texas  Convention. 

Fountain's  mission  field  is  as 
big  and  vast  as  foe  State  of 
Texas  —  literally.  It  includes 
African-American,  coffee¬ 
house,  language,  suburban, 
storefront,  and  college  churches 
in  Austin,  Dallas,  arKl  Houstoiv 
and  western  heritage  cowboy 
churches  from  east  to  west 
Texas  over  770  miles  apart. 

How  do  Fountain  and  wife 
Carolyn  serve  arxl  support  such 
a  variety  of  Texas  churmes,  with 
different  memberships,  dynam¬ 
ics^  histories,  and  cultuiesr 
"WelL  they  due  all  different 
but  there  are,  at  foe  heart  of 
every  church,  things  that  are 
foe  same,"  Fountain  said.  "We 
want  them  to  be  churches  that 
conoeifo'ale  on  foe  basics  of  foe 


COmOf  JOKE  —  Leroy  Fountain  (ri(^,  a  NAMB  church  planting 


Him  as  disciples." 

Fountain  is  only  one  of  nnore 
than  5,300  missionaries  in  tJw 
United  States,  Canada  atHl  their 
territories  supported  by  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering®  for  North  American 
Mianons.  He's  one  of  ei^t 
Soufoern  Baptist  misskmanes 


highlighted  as  part  of  the  annu¬ 
al  We^  of  Prayec  March  4-11. 

The  2007  Annie  Armstrong 
Ea^er  Offering's  goal  is  $5/ 
million,  100%  df  which  is  u^ 
for  missionaries  like  Fountain. 

"By  planting  new  churches, 
we  want  to  develop  an  evange¬ 
lism  program  foat  will  cause 
people  to  be  missionaries  in 
foeir  own  communities,  reach¬ 
ing  out  and  becoming  trans^- 
mation  agents  in  those  neigh¬ 
borhoods  where  they  live,"  said 
Fountain.  "Then  th^can  begin 
to  lead  people  to  Christ  and 


help  the  church  become  a  bea¬ 
con  of  light  in  neighborhoods 
where  there  is  often  darkness. 

"We  often  think  foat  all  foe 
darkness  is  in  foe  urban  inner- 
cities,"  said  Fountain,  "but 
fom's  so  much  darkness  in  our 
suburbs,  in  our  young  people 
and  in  our  senior  citizens.  Even 
though  foe  work!  is  more  crowd¬ 
ed  foan  evet  people  are  lonelier 
than  ever.  The  church  can  be  a 
refuge,  an  oasis,  in  foe  middle  of 
this  ewrk  and  desolate  world." 

How  does  Fountain  respond 
to  those  who  say  the  State  of 


Texas  is  161  years  old,  located 
smack-dab  in  the  middle  of  the 
Bible  Belt  has  plenty  of 
churches  already,  and  doesn't 
need  any  more? 

"All  you  have  to  do  is  drive 
around  foe  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
area  to  see  all  the  homes  being 
built,"  Fountain  said.  "There 
are  a  lot  of  communities  in 
Texas  —  Collin  County,  tor 
example  —  foat  are  among  the 
fa.stest-gn)wir\g  areas  in  the  U.S. 
If  everybody  in  these  new 
neiehtorhoods  were  to  show 
up  Tor  church  Sunday  morning, 
there  wouldn't  be  enough  seats. 
So  we  need  new  church^." 

Fountain's  role  in  this 
process  is  to  first  identify, 
assess,  and  train  church 
planters.  Next,  he  works  with 
the  local  Soutlwm  Baptist  asso¬ 
ciation  offices  in  Texas  to  iden¬ 
tity  sponsoring  churches,  and 
works  with  the  pastors  and 
congregations  in  sponsoring 
church^  to  help  them  see  foe 
value  of  starting  a  new  church. 

Fountain  is  quick  to  say  he's 
not  trying  to  plant  foe  same  kind 
of  churmes  Southern  Baptists 
have  started  in  the  past.  The 
churches  Fountain  and  other 
Southern  Baptist  church  planters 
are  starting  today  take  on  new 
forms.  Not  only  are  they  "niche" 
churches,  some  churches  are 
designed  even  to  be  n(>n-lasting 
or  temporary  diurches. 

"We  need  new  churches  foat 
stretch  us  —  churches  foat  look 


like  foe  new  generation.  Many 
of  the  new-style  churches  are 
actually  more  demanding 
more  discipleship-orientecf, 
and  have  stricter  accountability 
foan  traditional  churches." 

Young  pei'>ple,  he  said,  are 
kx)king  tor  a  church  foat  pre¬ 
sents  ^  GostoI  in  a  pacirage 
they  can  readily  understand. 
"Vw  want  to  instill  a  mission¬ 
ary  mindset  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  young  people  in  Texas 
that  if  and  when  they  move  to 
another  state  or  city,  they  don’t 
have  to  look  tor  a  churen,  they 
can  start  a  rww  one." 

Fountain  said  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Ottering  is 
important  in  a  couple  of  ways.  "It 
is  ow  primary  funding  agent  tor 
our  North  American  missionar¬ 
ies.  It  also  allows  me  and  other 
missionaries  to  concentrate  and 
focus  on  foe  work  rafoer  foan  on 
wonymg  about  how  we're  going 
to  iaiie  care  of  foe  daily  necessi¬ 
ties  of  our  families." 

Fountain  believes  foat  "this 
is  what  I  was  shaped  to  do  — 
it's  what  I  am  gittra  to  do.  It's 
the  place  where  I'm  most  com¬ 
fortable  in  ministry.  I  don't 
want  to  be  a  pastor  or  a  preadi- 
er.  This  gives  me  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  invest  my  life  witn  a  group 
of  people  in  oiw  commuiuty, 
ancl  then  move  on  to  do  foe 
same  in  another  community. 
Church  planting  has  brought  a 
joy  to  my  life.  It's  something  I 
still  get  a  thrill  in  doing." 


4.  >lbiMg  Aviion  CcMmmIIoii,  WCU 


NNAUY  AFFOtOAMJ  HEALTH  moM  meah  $780  (double  occ).  PurpOM  SCMKirS  HOMC,  lAdOON,  CbrMan 
IfMurance  for  the  mK  employed.  Cell  Driven  lours,  Wkyne  Berber  (601)  371-  owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid- 

(800)  541-8196.  Provided  1^  Mega  8733.  Many  other  tours  evelleble. _  ing,  windows,  meui  and  shingle  roofs, 

Insurence,  www.chostumer-ins.com.  HEALTH  OB  MHNCA8E  fUEflEMENT  patio  covets,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
■EASONABIY  PMCBD  INSUtANCS:  Insurence  Ibo  Expensive?  Cell  E.F.  Hutton  992-2092,  Don  &  Ritt  Sebren,  owners. 
Medicere  supplements,  major  med-  Insurence  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  Toll-  INSURANCE  CONSULTANTS  GROUP 

icel,  A  small  group  health  insurance  free  (877)  232-0686. _ —  www.webicg.com,  specializing  in 

plans  available  for  individuals  A  SMRCD  CLAHKOBRit  MC,  SBMNC  Health  Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY- 
churches.  CaHCarra  Turner  (662)  231-  MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970.  Endorsed  Local  Provider  for  health  insur- 
4487  for  rales  or  visit  wvvw.lumerinsur-  LASALLT  RAPT1ST  ASSOCIATION  is  ance.  Call  for  your  free  quote  today, 1- 

artceottlioe.com. _ accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  868-828-0905  or  (601 )  824-090.S. 

AFPOROARLE  REACHSIOE  and  beach-  Mbtislry  Cootdinalor  (aka  DOM)  throu^  CAUMRT  RAPTST  CHURCH  OF  ONFORD, 
front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials.  May  1,  2007,  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  MISSISSIPPI  is,  currently  receding  bids 
Shores  A  Orange  Beach,  Alabama,  Rartdy  Ray,  452  Fellowship  Road,  TrouL  LA  for  their  proposed  canopy  to  be  buih  onto 
www.gu(fshotescondos.com.  Two  nights  71371  orenwII:  randyrayRcentufytel.net.  the  front  f»cide  of  the  worship  center.  All 
efRciency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256.  Four  DISCOUNT  BAPIHT—  A  STEEPLES,  qualified  builders  interested  in  making  a 
nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beachside  Baptistry  murals,  heatprs.  lighting,  seat-  bid  may  view  the  blueprints  by  calling  the 

$605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps  6  ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl-  church  office  at  (662)  234-8151. _ 

beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bedroom  glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  FOR  LEASE:  6S08  SQ.  FT.  COMMCNGAL 
sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices  include  Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291  ■  bldg,  4234  Lakeland  (comer  Airport/ 
everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  CATUNRURC  GETAWAY  2  BR/2  RATH,  Lakeland)  3000  sq.  ft.  finished  dfire, 

554-1524.  (expires  5/25A)7) _ full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park-  3500  sq.  ft.  open.  Three  heat/air  units,  3- 

NORRIS  ROORMNOINC  COMPANY,  way,  $65  nMe.  Call  for  infomtation  at  phase  elect.,  55,000  cars  daily!  To  show 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  (251)  666-2175  or  (251)  689-9982  or  call  owner/agent  Alah  Clark  (601)  260 

bullelirw  attd  hymrtals.  For  more  infor-  pdiw>woridrtet.att.net. _ _  8725;  Nick  Clark  (601)  317-2536. 

mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  HOPPER  GLASS  BTOdIO,  CUSTOM  SAN  ANTONIO  CONVENTION: 

(662)  455-6743. _  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair.  Choice  hotel  packages  Dismiinf  jlr- 

RILL  GAITHER  3  DAY  FESTIVAL,  Cokimbus/lackson,  (877)  477-K199  fares,  tar  rtnl.tls.  San  Antonio  motor- 
airiinhurg  tour  Five  nights,  6  rlays,  3  OfUIKH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  esti-  coach  lours  $29.  Four  day  tour  to 
evening  coiKerts,  2  rrtoming  services,  males.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Mexico  $199.  Christiantravelers,com, 
Total  package:  bus,  lodging,  tickets  A  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617.  (800)972-8952. 


PIAMfT  NBOED  at  Ftowood  area 
chwdi.  Flame  fw  resume  to  (601) 
992-4242. 


POCAHONIAS  MPTKT  CHLJRCH  is 
seekirtg  a  part-time  ttouRi  pastor.  Send 
resumes  to  fbcahontas  Bapdsl  Church, 
4200  Kickapoo  Road,  fackson,  MS 
39209  or  call  (601 )  982-2305. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  m2  2004 
copYrightfd  200S 

XIZ  BSD  UIPV  DBTU 
FPXO,  P  NZ  TPVM?  BOF 
XIZ  BSD  UIPV  FjTRVIAUAF 
XlUIjO  NA?  IPQA  )0  HPF: 
GPS  J  TIBMM  ZAU  QSBjTA 
IJN,  XIP  JT  UIA  lABMUl 
PC  NZ  DPVOUAOBOOA, 
BOF  NZ  HPF. 

QTBMNT  GPSUZ- 
UISAA:GJWA 
Clue:  F*D 

Hive  fun  wHh  cryptognphy  *nd 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  times  Version  Bible  verse  his 
been  ernxxied  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
triil  ind  error.  Answer  to  list  weeki 
puzzle:  Proverbs  Ten:  Thirteen. 


1.  Two  Miasiaoippi  CoUcm 

chemistry  studrents  brouj^t 
home  two  of  ^  mree 
awards  given  at  die  27th 
Annual  University  of 
Memphis  Undergraduate 
Chemistry  Research 

ConfereiKe  held  on  the 
University  of  Memfdiis 
campus  February  24.  James 
Liskin  was  presented  the 
top  award  in  the  Cyanic 
and  Biodremistry  Division 
and  Amika  Sood  tied  for 
first  plan  in  die  Analytical, 
Inorganic,  and  Physical 
Chemistry  Division. 

2.  Blue  Mormtain  Colkm,  is 
one  of  only  ei^t  colwfi^ 
and  universines  in  die 
United  States  bei^  hon¬ 
ored  Yvidi  die  *^00115 
Redford  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Student 
Missionary  Deployment" 
^  die  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB).  Blue  Mountain  is 
being  recognized  for  its 
"strong  commitment  of 
excrilence"  in  d^loying 
student  missionaries  dur¬ 
ing  2006. 

3.  Maggi  Payne,  retired 
School  of  bmrsing  faculty 
at  William  Carey 
University,  was  recently 
elected  president-elect  of 
die  National  Organization 
of  Baptist  N  ursing 

Fellowsh^i-  The  organiza¬ 
tion  focuses  on  missions 
with  emphasis  on  service, 
education  and  fellowship. 


4.  William  Carey  Univcti^ 
Young  Audiors  Celebration 
co-chairs  Barry  Morris  and 
June  Hornsby  pose  %vith 
Winnie  the  Pooh  during  the 
second  annual  Young 
Audiors  Celebration  held 
recendy  on  die  Hattiesbuig 
campus.  Approximately 
355  2nd  ttuough  8th 
graders  from  15  schools 
visited  die  campus  for  a 
day  of  events  including 
presentations  by  published 
audiors  and  illustrators. 

5.  Miss  William  Carey 
University  Third  Alter¬ 
nate  Chineme  Enyiuoha 
of  Nigeria;  Second 
Alternate  Elsie  Burton  of 
Ellisville;  Miss  WCU  2007 
Elizabeth  Goff  of  Moss 
Point;  Third  Alternate 
Amy  Maddox  of  Magee; 
and  Fourth  Alter-nate 
Suzanne  Adcock  of 
Crestview,  Fla.,  are  pic¬ 
tured  here  following  die 
Miss  WCU  Pageant  held 
F^.  24  on  die  Hattiesburg 
campus. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 


is  Your  Van  Safe'^  Send  for  a  FREE  CD’ 


5.  MimWCU  ft^ant 


BcM  dwrdi,  Bobrr  CkMo:  Mwi  Mar.  11-14;  Su^,  11 
a.m.  and  1  p.in.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Brad  Moak,  speaker;  Ed  May, 
music;  Jeff  Davis,  pastor. 


Bedi88dRCIiimiLlkiry:>lbii«i  Reviwi  Mar.  9-14;  6  p.m.;  Chad 
Douglas,  speaker;  awrcnwide  revival,  Mar.  11-14;  Sun.,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-\^,  7  pjn.;  Gene  Douglas,  speaker;  Robby  Britt,  pastor. 

Calvary  Ckiirch,  New  AiigMSta;  TWner  Memorial  By  eyvky, 

Mar.  11,  D^kming  at  9:45  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch. 

nm  Owrch.  Sand  HM:  One-day  revival.  Mar.  18;  worship, 
10:45  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Andy  Bryan,  speaker  and  music;  John 
Montalvo,  pastor. 

HoMy  Sprinni  Churck,  Brookkovan:  HoniaGonrin|,  Mar.  1& 

Sunday  Soibor  9-JO  ajn.;  business  meeting  10:05  a.m..  fol¬ 
lowed  by  worship  and  covered  dish  lunch;  lohn  Smith,  speaker; 
Harmony  Trio,  music. 


Sunday  Sdibor  9-JO  ajii.;  business  meeting  i 
lowed  by  worship  and  covered  dish  lunch;  lohn 


LeMoyne  Bontevard  Onnck,  BHozk  Bevival/MaanMicent 
Mondina;  Mm.  5,  li  19,  and  26,  6:30  p.m.;  Ben  Carlisle,  Byron 
HowdI,  and  Ridcy  Wnite,  speakers;  Southern  Psalm,  mueic  (Mar.  5). 

IMnily  Ckmrch,  Laaral:  SOtk  anniversary.  Mm.  2S;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  meal  and  afiemoon  music; 
Harrison  Weger,  speaker. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus  Opens  Our  Eyes 

Joha  9:8-10;M)-22^2540-3335-39 


By  Auto  BoydUaa 


I  dtooovmd  «t  the  early  age  of 
six  that  I  ooidd  not  see.  My^^t 
was  so  bad  that  even  on  TO  front 
row  of  daas  I  couldn't  see  the 
words  on  the  board.  Howevei; 
until  my  nearsightedness  was 

_ f  1 _ I 


everyone  went  through  life  with 
a  fu^  view.  When  I  got  my  first 
pair  oc  glasses^  I  remonber  being 
UMcinated  to  how  dear  images 
beoune  and  amazed  that  I  co^d 
actually  see  the  words  on  bill¬ 
boards  and  road  signs. 

Many  people  touy  are  spiri¬ 
tually  nearsi^ted  and  do  not 
realiM  It.  They  think  they  can 
see  diinn  just  fine  -  but  like 
some  of  me  religious  leaders  of 
Jesus'  day,  dteir  vision  is  dis¬ 
torted.  Mot  until  diese  people 


are  confronted  by  Jesus 
do  they  realize  they 
need  to  nave  dteir  sight 
restored.  Once  Jesus 
(^>ens  their  eyes,  howevei^  they 
see  ddngs  clearly  that  diey  were 
not  about  to  see  before. 

In  lohn  9,  Jesus  healed  a  man 
vdio  had  been  blind  since  birth. 
M  they  went  akx^  Jesus  and 
his  disdples  saw  this  man  sitting 
^  the  road.  The  disdples  won- 
<tored  who  had  sinnea  to  cause 
dds  defonnity,  but  Jesus  quiddy 
put  their  miMuktod  idea  to  rest, 
telling  them  TOt  neither  the  man 
nor  his  parents  had  caused  his 
condition  through  sin.  Jesus  then 
made  some  day  using  his  saliva 
and  some  dirt.  After  applying 
fids  to  the  man's  eyes,  J«us  tola 
him  to  go  wash  in  TO  pool  of 
Siloam.  Once  the  man  dio  so,  he 
came  home  able  to  see! 


>5? 


This  man  was  so 
draouitically  chained 
dtat  those  around  him 
weren't  sure  he  was 
the  same  person  they 
had  kno%vn.  He  had  to 
tell  them  in  verse  9  the 
he  was  "the  one." 
Even  though  this  story 
concerns  TO  physical 
healing  of  a  nun's  eye¬ 
sight,  the  account  is 
clearly  meant  to  indicate  that 
Jesus  opens  people's  eyes  spir¬ 
itually  and  dtereby  changes 
their  lives  forever. 

When  a  dramatic  spiritual 
transformation  takes  place  in 
someone's  life,  people  wonder 
what  might  have  happened. 
What  an  mcredible  oppcntunity 
diis  becomes  to  tell  lesus 
has  done  in  his  or  her  lire.  In 
verses  20-2Z  foe  man's  parents 
are  asked  how  their  son  was 
made  to  see.  They  feared  what 
mi^f  happen  to  them  if  they 
answered  ^ven  that  they  could 
have  been  put  out  of  foie  syna¬ 
gogue  if  mey  acknowleaged 
mat  Jesus  was  the  reason  for  foe 
healing.  So  they  suggested  that 


the 


:lo  their  son. 


(question be  put  lo 

Tne  fonnerty  Mind  man  him¬ 
self  was  not  to  aD  afraid  to  admit 
what  he  thou^  toxMt  Jesus. 
When  the  rratoous  iMKtors 
implored  him  to^Give  gkxy  to 
God,"  foey  «vere  givTO  me  man 
a  solemn  charge  to  leDme  truth. 
He  admitted  that  he  fodn't 
know  a  lot  about  Jesus.  But  he 
knew  Jesus  heaM  him  and 
foerefore  must  be  from  God.  His 
reasoning  was  that  God  would 
not  listen  to  sinners  at«d  that 
Jesus  could  iwt  have  restored  his 
sigjit  if  He  were  a  aimer. 

When  Jesus  transforms  a 
life,  no  argument  can  convince 
that  person  foat  the  experienoe 
wasn't  valid.  People  wtK>  have 
had  life-changiru  transfomu- 
tions  through  me  power  of 
Jesus  do  not  Mve  to  be  able  to 
answer  all  the  questions  put  to 
them.  They  don't  have  to 
know  theology  or  how  to 
argue  with  cynics.  They  sim¬ 
ply  need  to  tell  what  Jesus  has 
done  for  them. 

An  experience  with  God  that 
is  real  will  always  lead  to  a  sim¬ 
ple  confession  such  as  this  man 


re.  When  Jesus  heard 
had  happened  to  this 
He  soiim  him  out  in 
to  lead  iSm  to  an  under^ 


rruxto  in  verse  38  —  "Lord*  I 
believe."  When  Jesus  hei^ 
what  had 
man. 
order 

standing  of  his  confcasion.  He 
merely  asked  the  man  if  he 
beKevM  in  the  Son  of  Man.  The 
man  reKxmded  with  his  confes¬ 
sion  arvl  worshipped  Jesus. 

JesiM  said  that  He  came  to 
give  sight  to  those  who  did  rujt 
see  aiM  to  show  ofoers  «vho 
thought  they  could  see  Just 
how  MirKl  th^  were.  Just  as  He 
healed  foe  man's  physical 
UitKliress,  He  sought  to  hw  his 
spiritual  blirvdness.  Often  those 
who  haven't  had  a  Ufesdlering 
experienoe  wifo  Jesus  are  Mind 
to  me  true  spiritual  sigruficaiKe 
of  who  Jesus  is  and  what  He 
does.  Unlike  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers  who  thought  they  had  it  all 
figured  out,  tnis  man  was  will¬ 
ing  to  listen  to  Jesus  and  take 
foe  simple  step  of  faith. 

Bmfdstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept:  MBCB,  and  a  membn 
of  PineUdce  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Accept  a  Challenging  Standard 

1  Peter  1:13-25 


folk  would  tudc  foeir  robe  under 
a  belt  or  j^idle.  We  roll  up  our 
sleeves.  "Being  sober"  enabled 
vigilance,  a  necessa^  posture 
durTO  adversity  (4:7;  5:8;  see  also 
1  Th.  5:6, 8;  2  Hm.  45). 

[b]  Command:  '3e  Hofy" 

In  verse  15,  the  main  verb 
"be"  binds  togefoer  verses  14-16. 
Peter  challenged  his  readers  to 
forsake  foeir  sinful  past  (1:14;  see 
also  1:18).  Anticipate  foe 
"Why"  questioa  he  quoted  Lev¬ 
iticus  (11:44;  19*2;  20:7),  a  member 
of  the  Torah  whose  foeme  is 
"Holiness."  Three  phrases  define 
"holiness":  "reserved  for"  (see 
Lev.  20*26),  "different  than"  (see 
Lev.  185),  and  "pure  from"  (see 
Lev.  10:10;  11:4245). 

[c]  ComniatuL  "Conduct" 

In  verse  17,  the  main  verb 
"conduct"  refers  to  activity  foat 
occurs  publicly.  Peter  insbucted 


By  Ivan  Paiice 


-  "be"  (1:15),  "conduct"  ^1^ 

Character  determiires  con-  (1:17),  and  "love"  (1:22). 
duct.  Behavior  that  we  some-  1.  THEOLOGY:  We  are 
times  excuse  as  "out  of  duurac-  saved  by  God's  work, 
ter"  actually  is  our  character.  Reviewing  the  truths  about 
Jesus  stated,  "For  the  mouth  salvation,  Peter  highlighted 
speaks  out  of  foat  which  fills  "divTO  initiative"  as  me  com- 
the  heart"  (Mt.  12:34b).  mcm  thread,  [a]  GOD  firudized 

Salvation  is  a  change  of  char-  foe  plan  to  save  humanity  befcxe 
acter  (conversion).  Therefore,  creating  the  heavens  and  earfo, 
the  coriduct  of  foe  saved  should  Adam  and  Eve  (120).  He  did  rxit 
be  different.  "If  any  man  is  in  need  cxir  m^t  to  devise  our  res- 
Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature;  foe  cue.  (bj  GOD  ledeeoMd  humani- 
old  things  passed  away;  ty  wifo  precious  bkxxi  (1:18-19). 
behold,  new  things  have  come"  No  one  could  have  afforded  for- 
(2  Cor.  5:17;  see  auo  1:14).  giveness  because  foe  wcxkl's  cur- 

In  the  second  half  of  tne  first  renc^ — silver  aixl gold  —  hasno 
chapter,  Peter  intertwines  the-  spiritual  value,  (cj  GOD  raised 
olo^  (doctrine  of  salvation)  Jesus  from  the  deacL  the  basis  for 
ancf  ethics  (priiKiples  foat  gov-  cxir  teifo  aiKi  he 
em  condua).  Commands  did  GOD  called  us  to 
not  appear  in  verses  1-12  (the-  His  calling  is  alwi 


rke  tion:  "For  we  are  His 
workmanship,  created 
in  Christ  Jesus  for  good  works, 
which  God  prepared  before¬ 
hand,  that  we  should  walk  in 
foem."  "Works,"  for  the  evangel¬ 
ical  Christian,  is  a  bad  word,  <ms- 
ignating  the  archenemy  of  grace. 

James  wrote,  "Faitn  wifoout 
works  is  dead"  (Jas.  2:17, 26).  The 
Lord's  brother  rightly  expected 
"w(Hks"  to  follow  conversKxv  so 
did  Peter. 

[a]  Command:  "Haoins  Girded, 

Being  Sober,  Hope  Fuify"  his  rea'ders  to  fear  God  (i.e..  Impartial  jud^  (1:17X  and  13] 

In  verse  13,  the  main  verb  revere;  see  also  2:17)  as  foey  inter-  Costliness  of  Salvation  (1:18-19\ 
is  "hope."  Peter  urged  his  acted  wifo  ofoers.  He  already  Scriptures  dted  are  from  foe 
readers  to  transcend  their  try-  exhorted  foem  to  be  holy  in  all  New  American  Standard  unless 
ing  circumstances.  btovivior  (1:15;  see  also  2:12;  3:1,  otherwise  indicaled. 

holy  (1:15).  TWo  participles,  "gird"  and  2,  16).  The  Gredc  noun  anas-  - 

purposeful  "be  sober,"  modify  "hope."  trephe  ("bduivior")  and  the  Parke  is  Associate  Professor. 
;l0).  "Girding"  always  preceded  Grm  verb  anastrepho  ("to  oon-  Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  arui 

2.  ETHICS:  We  are  Mved  for  working.  To  gird  orreself  duct")  are  related  words,  derive-  .  Phdoscymy,  MC.  and  a  memter  of 

od  works.  iiKieasra  mobility.  First-oentury  bves  of  streffoo,  a  Greek  verb.  Morrison  Heights  Church.  Clinton. 


1.  P««ch  Owtk  Charck, 
Paaoto  AModalioa,  held 
a  cross  placina  ceremony 
Jan.  21,  nfty  crosses 
representing  approxi¬ 
mately  50  million  oabies 
aborted  since  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  Roe  V.  Wade. 
Bobby  Caples,  pastor. 


2.  First  Charch,  Satartia, 
ordained  Jimmy  Wa3fne 
Pettis  as  deacon  Jan.  28. 
Shown  are  Susan  Pettis, 
pastor  Bobby  Anderson, 
and  Pettis. 

3.  The  youth,  duldren,  and 
leaders  of  Shiloh  Church, 
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Mississippi  Baptist 
churches,  pastors,  and  staff 


(Hit  a  Ui 


through  the  Cooperative  Program 
supporting  International 
and  North  American  Missionaries 
and  Ministry  and  Missions 
in  Mississippi 


601-790-2964 


Maskm  Coualjr,  entered  a 
float  in  the  Columbia  Mardi 
Gras  pande  Feb.  15.  Out¬ 
reach  mduded  beads,  cups, 
and  candy  thrown  to  the 
crowd  with  somtuies  attach¬ 
ed.  Roy  Hdwen,  pastor. 

4.  The  children  of  the 
Wednesday  evening  Dis¬ 
covery  Bible  Qub,  Qillon 
Chur^  Scott  County, 
deliver^  "singing  valen- 
tiiKs"  to  the  hoi^  of  senior 
adults  of  the  church  Feb.  14. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 
Tony  Henry,  pakor. 

5.  The  Acteens  of  Liberty 
Church,  New  Albany, 
reoendy  hosted  a  Wmrkicran 
party,  which  counted  as  one 
of  th^  Mission  Quest  steps 
to  study  other  cultures.  The 
girls  dressed  in  native  cos¬ 
tumes,  prepared  foods,  and 
shared  with  the  church  what 
they  had  learned.  Shown, 
from  left  are  Santana  Taylor; 
Delia  Turner,  Katelyn 
Saf^angton,  Audrey  Bryant 
and  Mvlee  Sappington. 

6.  Maranatha  Church,  Mt 
dive,  is  hosting  a  bow  shoot 
aiKl  wild  game  supper  Mar. 
17.  Bow  snoot  11  a.mv  with 
prizes  to  the  top  three  scores; 
supper  at  6  pjn.  Free  admis¬ 
sion.  A1  Stone,  speaker. 

7.  Mocriaon  Hei^ito  Church, 
CUnlon,  will  open  its  itew 
campus  Mar.  ^  at  3000 
Hainpetead  Boulevard.  Ihe 
seati^  capacity  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  center  is  1325,  wittt 
educational  space  for  adults, 
preschool,  and  children. 

8.  Mt  Zion  Church,  Indep- 
endenoe.  will  hold  a  buw- 


Ffam  Churdk,  Louiauttar  has  called  Brett  Golaon  aa  paatew. 
Golaon  previoualy  paatored  Salem  Church,  CoUiiw,  and  is  pur¬ 
suing  a  PhD  at  New  Orieana  Seminary.  He  la  married  to  Karen 
Golaon  uid  they  have  four  children. 


endenoe,  will  hold  a  build¬ 
ing  dedkation  Mac  11,  beg¬ 
inning  9  ajiiv  with  meakers 
Randy  lUmec  Phil  Vhiket 
md  Stephen  Walkec  kA- 
lowed  by  diiHwr  on  die 
grounds  and  open  houae. 


'Jesat  A/luustries/  /ec. 

Revivaii,  Coocera,  Banquets 

•  One-Day  Events 

•  Martiaae  Emkhment  Conferences 

*  HecotdinK  Services 

*  Annual  Tour  to  the  Holy  I^nd 


Limited  number  of  2007  Spring 
dates  still  available. 
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'  Dr.  Jim  Futral 
Executive  Dir^ctor-Treaturer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


